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perhaps, have been a second Theudelinda, the good genius of her kingdom, and have left behind her memories no less gracious. But her lot was cast in cruel places. Suffering warped her character and hardened her. Encircled by treachery, without a single friend whom she could thoroughly trust, she was driven to meet plot with plot and crime with crime. All her great talents were devoted to the gratification of her ambition and her passion for revenge. She made a magnificent struggle against overwhelming odds, and almost triumphed; but she was vanquished at the last, and her end was horrible. These things, however, were not yet. Brunichildis, young, beautiful, and witty, arrived at Metz, and was married to Sigibert under the most favourable auspices. Soon afterwards, through the preaching of the bishops and the exhortations of the king himself, she abjured the Arianism in which she had been educated and became a Catholic. Her husband was deeply in love with her, and she appears to have returned his affection. For a while she was happy.1
Meanwhile Chilperic of Neustria, seeing the prosperous issue of his brother's marriage, grew dissatisfied with his concubines, and sent in his turn to Athanagild, to ask for the hand of Galswintha, elder sister of Brunichildis, promising that if she were given to him, the concubines should be dismissed. The princess herself disliked the marriage, but obeyed the wishes of her father. She was received with all honour by Chilperic, by whom she was greatly loved, " for/' says Gregory of Tours, cynically, " she had brought with her great treasures." On the day after her wedding she received from her husband, as her " morning-gift/' the five Aquitanian cities of Bordeaux, Limoges, Cahors, Lescar, and Tarbes. After a while, however, Chilperic's affection began to cool. One of his former mistresses, the beautiful and atrocious Fredegundis, regained her influence over him, and Galswintha soon found her position intolerable. Smarting under the insults to which she was subjected, the queen complained bitterly to Chilperic, and implored him to permit her to return to her own country, even though he kept her treasures. The king -dissimulated for the moment, and soothed his wife with soft words; but shortly afterwards he caused her
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